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FutureSmart

FutureSmartfocuses on the important Middle
School years by empowering students to become
the stewards of their financial futures. This three
hour web-based resource educates students on
the practicalities of daily financial decisions and
the payoffs of long-term planning. Since Middle
Schoolis an important period for positive habits

to take form and grow, this course is particularly
meaningful.

Through a compelling narrative in which students
play the Mayor of a town, local citizens are helped
with real-life decisions. From weighing opportunity
costs, to delaying instant gratification for long-
term gain, students face important questions on
their way to becoming FutureSmart. At the end of
the course, students compose their own blueprint
for the future. FutureSmart can be integrated

iNnto unit plans and used during class time, as a
capstone project, or in a flipped classroom.
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Key Highlights

As a teacher you’ll receive:

O Supplemental, offline lesson plans

O Detailed standards alignment guide with
your state-specific standards

O  Answer Keys for all assessments

O Engaging discussion guides f \

Recommended Grade Level 6-8

Total Time 3-3.5 Hours

Your students will receive:

O Knowledge that will help them build

. . " Subject Fit Social Studies, Business
financial capability

or Economics classes
O Lessonsin daily financial decisions that will

quide them in their own lives Standards Alignment Jump$tart

Coalition’s National Standards for K-12
Personal Finance Education, Nationall
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies,
O Immersive, interactive learning experience Ctote Academic Standards j

O Guided practice in constructing a blueprint
for the future




Course Flow o
Each module includes interactive assessments and activities that learners navigate at their own pace:
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Pre-Survey Introduction Pre-Assessment Learning Activities Reflection Post-Survey
10 min 1 min 2 min & Animation Questions & Post- 10 min
25 min Assessment
2 min

FutureSmart Digital Elements

Pedagogy based on the Universal Design for
Learning (UDL) and Teach for Understanding
(TFU) frameworks:

O Engaging multi-media content for all types
of learners

O Pre, post and formative assessments for
evidence-based learning

O Certificate-based skill development

Select Course Modules

Smart Shopping. The economics of everyday life
are full of nuance and complexity. Behind every
simple decision are the many factors that must

be weighed, baloanced and assessed to reach

the optimal solution. In this activity, students

learn about some of those factors, from supply
and demand, to income and expenses. Most
importantly, they learn all of this against the
backdrop of their own shopping experience as
they update interior decor of their childhood room.

Business and Career Readiness. Thereis no greater
investment than the one you make in yourself. This . . .
is alesson that should be learned early and often. EVERFI is the leading education technology company
) that provides learners of all ages education for the real
For every student that feels the pressure to find @ world, through innovative and scalable digital learning.
path after high school, this activity is a necessary
release valve. In this activity, students learn about
the many opportunities that exist beyond high

school, from trade school to four year institutions. 3299 K Street NW
Washington DC, 20007
202-602-1295
www.everfi.com

EVERFEI

For more information about
bringing this program to your
school or district, visit:
futuresmart.massmutual.com
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Course Outline
i Lo Learning Objectives
Lesson Topics Lesson Description . Key Terms/Concepts
Students will be able to...
We|come Mayor! O Courseintroduction Students are introduced to Identify and reflect on Key concepts include

the course storyline and the

their personal values,

customized user feedback

O Financial values & | ' ) ° !
mindsets different features available. financial habits and on how they can improve
Students take a “Financial mindsets. their current financial
Personality Test, and reflect Understand the goals habits and behaviors (i.e.
on their own personal and features of the tracking their spending,
financial priorities, habits and course. building an emergency
mindsets. fund, etc.)

Smart Shopplng O Opportunity cost Students hglp acharacter Define anq identify Opportunity cqst, needs,

O Creating & prioritizing a that hasa \lm'lted budget opportumty _Cost ina wants, budget, income,
budget/spending plan redecorate his room. given scenario. expenses (fixed, variable,
O Comparison shopping Students must prIOF‘It\ZGthS Describe and prioritize d'ls'cretlonary),}char\table
budget, use comparison the components of a giving, comparison
o Resggrching spending shqppmg methods todecide budget based on an shopping, unit price, sales
decisions which specificitems to buy, individual's preferences. tax, emergency fund
O Analyzing sources research upcoming spending o . )
O Budeeti trateei decisions, and make smart EFIOFIt\Ze a”fj ilff‘zrenlytlate
&lf[. seling strategies choices about when to spend etvcxl/eenc?mn viduars
Ips or save. needs and wants.
Apply comparison
shopping methods, such
as gathering price &
quality information and
comparing unit prices.

Ways to Pay O  Earningincome Students help a;haractefsave Choose wherj touse Spending plan, i@come
O Payment types up for a trip, while managing different available (wage, salary, stipend,
o ¢ ¢ credi his day-to-day expenses. payment methods (cash, benefits), expenses (fixed,

osts of credit Students must help him select debit, credit, mobile, variable), debit card,
O Savings strategies ajob, review his paycheck online, direct deposit, credit card (APR/Interest
O Borrowing reputation and credit card statement, prepaid cards). rate, minimum payment,
(credit score) and help him make decisions Assess the benefits and Credit CARD Act, fees,
O Taxes about when to utilize different costs of using credit. authorized user, grace

payment types.

Understand the
importance of a credit
score, and recognize the
components that affect
your score.

Describe different
sources of income,
including wages, salaries,
stipends, and benefits.

perwiod), credit score,
taxes (social security,
Medicare, state/federal
income tax), net pay,
payday loan




Learning Objectives

Lesson Topics Lesson Description . Key Terms/Concepts
Students will be able to...
Investing in You O  Career exploration Students advise a character O Match personal skills Educational paths/Types
O Education & training on her future career and interests to various of Degrees (Associate,
options patg she'd like ty? ;ljugsue career options. Bachelor’s, Master’s,
. Students must help her Doctoral, Professional,
O Ways t.o pay for higher narrow down the career © Cor:_pare tk;le COStdS of ti Military service, Vocational
education o post-secondary education e :
path she'd like to pursue - with the potential training), opportunity
O Roiof higher by examining the required increase in income and cost, economy, economic
education skills al_'wd interests, income lifetime earnings from a indicators, suppIAy, demand,
O Savings strategies potential, and education career choice. labor market, price/
0 Obportunit ; and training requirements. o ) wages, schol;rship, grant,
pportunity costw Afterwards, students help D?\{‘Se, astrategy to work-study, internship,
the character find various minimize the costs community/junior college,
ways to reduce the out-of- of post'—secondary FAFSA, financial aid,
pocket cost of her first year education. 529 College Savings
of higher education. Plans, Expected Family
Contribution (EFC)
Growing a O Depository accounts Students help a business O Analyze a budget to Revenue, expenses (fixed,
. (savings, checking, cd) owner calculate her monthly calculate revenue, variable), net income,
Business O Simple & compound profit and loss, and devise a expenses, and profit/loss. profit, loss, account
interest strategy to save up for new O Compare different balance, checking account,
O Liquidity gztap(ijtalior hertt;]uslinfss‘ interest-bearing ‘ §a€/Ingstaccount, Signple
o Inflation buiifgsjgvySerg pthe accounts, based on their Interest, compound
) pen savings interest rate, liquidity, mterest,“cerm Fert\ﬁcate
and checking accounts, ‘ minimum balance of deposit, minimum
grow her money fastgr with requirements and fee balance, FDIC/NCUA
a certificate of deposit, structure. Insurance, inflation,
make monthly transaction o . deflation, market basket,
decisions, and Sumnjarlze the effeFt of purchasing power
inflation and deflation
on the price of goods
and purchasing power
over time.
Your Financial O Types of investments Students assist a character O Categorize the kinds Premium, deductible,
Future O Risk vs. Return as thgy g0 throggh a of expenses that , copay, coinsurance,
0 Returnon investment life smu\at}won, helping typical auto, r’enters, coverage, types of
them make insurance and homeowners’ and health insurance (auto,
O Risk management; investment decisions at insurance policies cover. health, life, renters),
insurance critical life milestones. O Describe the differences homeovvners'), liability
O Borrowing reputation Studen’gs help the character between a premium, insurance, 401(k), 403(b),
(credit score) selgc.t different insurance deductible, copayment, IRA, risk, return, stock,
O Time value of money policies (and experience and coinsurance. bond, mutual fund, stock

how random, unexpected
occurrences can lead to
financial loss), and help
the character adjust his
investment portfolio as he
nears retirement age.

O Describe and compare
stocks, bonds, and
mutual funds based on
their typical risk and
return levels.

O Suggest appropriate
investment types for
people based on their
risk tolerance and
investment growth
timeframe.
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Lesson

Topics

Lesson Description

Learning Objectives

Students will be able to...

Key Terms/Concepts

Build Your ©

Blueprint

Financial Values &
Goals

Career Exploration

Planning for Higher
Education

Future Planning

Using their knowledge and

experience from the course,

students set their own
financial goals and make
plans for the future. The
students’ answers create
a portfolio piece - their
“Blueprint” - that can be
printed or shared with
others. This personalized
document details the
student’s future career
interests, plans for higher
education, and next action
steps.

O Understand that
attitudes and values

affect financial decisions.

O Apply systematic
decision making to
setting and achieving
financial goals.

O Construct and prioritize
personal financial goals.

O Give examples of
how decisions made
today can affect future
opportunities.

This module reviews key
concepts from previous
modules and encourages
the student to apply them
directly to their lives

Learn More: everfi.com/k-12/future-smart/

Login: everfi.com/login

EVERFI


http://everfi.com/k-12/future-smart/
http://everfi.com/login
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