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Growing Up In the Gig Economy

Strong Interest in 
Entrepreneurship



Students Feel Unprepared

In a survey of 10,000 graduating seniors, students consistently reported 
that they were the LEAST prepared to Manage their Money (only 47% felt 
prepared) compared to: 

- Managing Time
- Finding Resources
- Keeping Up with Coursework
- Staying Organized 



21st Century Employability Skills

Interpersonal 
Skills

Career 
Readiness

Financial 
Capability

Time 
Management



Financial
Education

STEM & Career 
Exploration

Social Emotional 
Learning

Health & 
Wellness

Summer 
Learning

Cultural 
Literacy

Vault
Understanding Money

4–6th  Grade

Future Goals
Hockey Scholar –

Math Edition
4–7th Grade

The Compassion 
Project

2nd-4th Grade

Healthier Me
Nutrition & Wellness

 1st–4th Grade &

6-8th Grade

Summer Slugger
Math & Literacy

4–5th  Grade

306
African–American 

History
9–12th Grade

FutureSmart
6–8th Grade

Future Goals
Hockey Scholar –

Science Edition
4–7th Grade

Ignition
Digital Wellness & Safety

6–9th Grade

Mental Wellness 
Basics

8-10th  Grade

Venture
Entrepreneurial 

Expedition
7–10th Grade

Endeavor
STEM Literacy &

Career Exploration
7–9th Grade

Character 
Playbook

Character Education
7–9th Grade

AlcoholEdu
9–12th Grade

EVERFI
Financial Literacy

9–12th Grade

Keys To Your Future
College & Career

9–12th Grade

Honor Code
Bullying Prevention

8-10th Grade

R
x

 Drug Safety
9–12th Grade

Marketplaces
Investing Basics

9–12th Grade



FUTURESMART At-a-Glance
Through a compelling storyline in which students become the 

Mayor of a fictional town, they are faced with the real-life 

financial decisions and obstacles of their citizens. By helping 

their citizens with everything from budgeting for some 

bedroom decorations to guiding someone through the college 

financial aid process, students build important skills that help 

them to become FutureSmart.

Course Highlights
• Simulation-based learning embedded with real-world 

decisions

• Customizable and printable  blueprint for their financial 
future

Grade Level:  6th -8th  

Total Lessons:  7 lessons, 20-25 minutes each

Aligns with state and national standards for 
Jump$tart, NCSS



Lessons

Welcome, Mayor! Smart Shopping Ways to Pay Investing in You

Growing a 
Business

Your Financial 
Future

Build Your 
Blueprint

4321

765



Lesson 4: Investing in You



Career List



Blueprint



Student Individual Reflection → Whole Class Discussion 



Lauren P.



Outcomes Research on 
FutureSmart
Dr. Dan Zapp



Study Designs

We do not “manipulate” the intervention

Assesses outcomes and implementation factors

Accounts for grade level, income level, and English proficiency

Observational

Quasi-
Experimental

Manipulates” the intervention to create a matched comparison 
groups of students who don’t complete the course

Assesses program outcomes

Requires buy-in from schools, to be facilitated by EverFi school 
managers

Highest level of rigor short of a randomized experiment



Student Outcomes
The research study seeks to assess FutureSmart’s impact on four student 
outcomes and the influence of implementation factors on those 
outcomes.

Basic financial 
knowledge 

Feelings of 
confidence and 
perceptions of 

self-efficacy

Basic financial knowledge and 
vocabulary

Communication 
with parents on 
financial topics

Engagement with 
financial systems



Implementation Factors

The research study also seeks to assess the impact of participation in 
FutureSmart on student outcomes.

Type of course in 
which 

FutureSmart is 
implemented

Level of Teacher 
Training

Basic financial 
knowledge and 

vocabulary

Degree of 
curriculum 
integration

Course Timing 
and Pacing

Use of 
Supplemental 

Materials

State mandates 
related to 
financial 

education



Data Collection Strategies - Qualitative

Discuss the specifics of curriculum integration, use of 
supplemental materials, course timing and pacing, etc.

Discuss rationales behind pedagogical decisions and 
contextual factors, and their impacts on student 
outcomes.

Teacher 
Interviews

Student 
Focus 
Groups

Students discuss their experiences with the FutureSmart 
course and its impacts, such as times they felt more 
confident or communicated with their parents more 
about financial matters.



Data Collection Strategies - Quantitative

Assess the implementation factors for all teachers
FutureSmart 
Teacher Surveys

Students discuss their experiences with the FutureSmart course and 
its impacts, such as times they felt more confident or communicated 
with their parents more about financial matters.

Provide information about student knowledge gain as 
well as attitudinal and behavioral outcomes

FutureSmart 
Student Surveys 
& Assessments

Provide  information about course timing and pacingFutureSmart 
Platform Data

State financial literacy education mandatesOnline Sources



Research Takeaways: Qualitative

● Overwhelmingly positive response 
from teachers and students

● Both groups felt the course was 
impactful

● Teachers and students enjoyed the 
experience



Research Takeaways: Quantitative

● Measuring pre to post data, only 
knowledge gain was found 
significant

● However, the effect size was 
LARGE and consistent

● Timeline likely too short to 
measure other outcomes

Knowledge Gain:   86%

Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6



Reinforcing 
Employability Skills
Gianna Gurga & Nicole Albion







Celebration Worksheet



Celebration Worksheet



And Beyond











Shark Tank Style - Calling All Investors

Cheniel Lowe, Middle School Project Lead the Way Teacher with San Diego Unified School District

• Students are asked to think through any 
problem they see in their daily lives.

• Design a product or service, craft a 
business plan using a provided 
FutureSmart lesson plan template, and 
write and present a 2-3 minute pitch 

• External judges panel from local 
businesses



Shark Tank Style - Calling All Investors

Set Students Up For Success

• Offer Pitch Examples: Videos or even 
your own presentation

• Pitch Practice: Students record 
themselves to see and hear their own 
mistakes, and to present at home to 
family and friends if able

Cheniel Lowe, Middle School Project Lead the Way Teacher with San Diego Unified School District



Interpersonal Skills

● Soft Skills & Coachability

● Philosophical Chairs

● Digital resources: Character 
Playbook

● Conflict Resolution

● Peer-Peer Counseling



Promoting Time Management

● FutureSmart: Smart Shopping

● Explicit Instruction: Time as a Finite 
Resource

● Think Alouds 

● Modeling

● Timers and Time Cards



Getting Parents Involved:
https://futuresmart.massmutual.com/



Getting Started



Claim Your Account

Register
Student K12 Teacher

Next

everfi.com/newteacher

▸ Find Your State

▸ Enter Your School



Implementation Support

Your Local Schools Manager

• Support Specific to your District

• Deep Understanding of State 
Standards Alignment and Regional 
Usage

• Dedicated Training and Professional 
Development



Scholarship Opportunities

Six U.S. students will each be awarded a $1,000 529 College Savings Scholarship this 
semester to help pay for their post-secondary education. 

In order to be eligible, students must:
● Earn certification (completed all lessons in a course)
● Submit a personal reflection

Students must submit their entries by 5pm ET on January 17th, 2020. 
Winning students’ teachers will be contacted by January 30th.

https://everfi.com/program/everfi-scholarship-application/



Teacher Video Contest
Earn between $50 and 
$1,000 in Amazon cash

Submit your video on or before 
November 30th

To submit or learn more, visit: 

everfi.com/video-contest 

The Guidelines:
● Share what real-world skills your students learned 

from an EVERFI program and/or how they’ve applied 
those skills.

● Keep the video at or under 2 minutes in length.

● In the video, be sure to mention your name, your 
school’s name, EVERFI, and the name of the program(s) 
you’re using.

● Check that the audio is clear and easy to understand.

● Get creative and have some fun!



Questions for our Panelists?



EDUCATION FOR THE REAL WORLD


