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Grade Level:  7th -10th  

Total Lessons:  4 lessons, 20-25 minutes each

Aligns with Jump$tart, CEE, Common Core  state standards



Why Entrepreneurship

Developing Entrepreneurial 
Mindset

Teaching Entrepreneurship

Getting Started



Erica Hart, Senior Schools Manager, Kansas City
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Experts believe up to 85% of 2030’s 
jobs don’t exist yet. We don't know 
what skills will be needed by the 
workforce of tomorrow, but we do 
know that some skills never grow 
old: 

- Core Curriculum
- “Soft” Skills
- Transitional Knowledge
- Career Exposure

Financial Literacy
Understanding of 

Processes & Permits
Self Advocacy

STEM
Humanities

Social Studies
Arts

Careers -  
Exploration
Awareness
Preparation

Networking
Growth Mindset

Resolving Conflict
Teamwork

Dell Technologies and authored by the Institute For The Future, 2018



Strong Interest in 
Entrepreneurship



Elmuti, Khoury, and Omran, 2016



Mani, 2015

Lack of 

Funds

💸 💰 💵

Lack of 

Experience

👩🚀 👩🏿⚕ 👨🏽🏫



Usha Iype, Edison Middle School
Patrick Bresnahan, Hubble Middle School



Entrepreneurship

Define

Empathize

Improve

Test

Prototype

Iterative 
Process

Collaboration
Time 

Management

SEL
Grit

Problem-
Solving

Research
Synthesize

Market 
Analysis

Arts
STEM

Innovation

Construction
Supplier 

Relations
Branding

 

Statistics
Survey Analysis
Data Collection

Ideate

• Can be connected to many 
disciplines and life skills

– Academic

– Personal

– Interpersonal

• Impact on student learning: 
active - engaged - authentic
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• Goal-setting
• Transparency & Authenticity
• Work Ethic
• Communication
• Conflict Resolution
• Growth Mindset
• Collaboration & Motivation
• Grit / Perseverance

EDUCATION

REFINE

OPPORTUNITY

FEEDBACK
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Challenging 
Assumptions

Worst 
Possible 

Idea

Brainstorming

Sketching

Creative 
Pause

Co-Creation 
Workshops

SCAMPER

Braindumping

Activities to Promote Ideation
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Janet Johnson, Hickory High School



USER NEED INSIGHT



USER NEED INSIGHT

A student in grade 2 at 
Patrick Henry Elementary 

To have adequate writing 
utensils throughout the 
school day

The user frequently forgets 
writing utensils at home or 
breaks them in class. They 
would like utensils that also 
show off their personality or 
things they like, however, 
their parents are not likely to 
buy these more expensive 
items for them. Since they 
are frequently sent to school 
with extra lunch or snack 
money, they have some 
spare money to use weekly.



______ needs to _______ because _______.

• Is it narrow?

• Is it informative?

• Is it compelling?

• Is it actionable?





• Proper grammar, cohesive 
writing

• Thinking through business 
logistics holistically

– Market Analysis

– Sales

– Operations

– Financials









Set Students Up For Success

• Offer Pitch Examples: Videos or even 
your own presentation

• Pitch Practice: Students record 
themselves to see and hear their own 
mistakes, and to present at home to 
family and friends if able

Cheniel Lowe, Middle School Project Lead the Way Teacher with San Diego Unified School District



Laying Foundational Skills

• Conversing with Adults

• Business and Dining 
Etiquette

• Cross-Community and 
School Collaboration



Market Day

• Multiple student-run businesses
• Learning from experience

Student Store

• Single business run collectively
• Can start small with key items
• Allows opportunities for market analysis
• Cross-community collaboration
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Student K12 Teacher

Next

everfi.com/newteacher

▸ Find Your State

▸ Enter Your School



Financial
Education

STEM & 
Career 

Exploration

Social 
Emotional 
Learning

Health & 
Wellness

Vault
Understanding Money

4–6th  Grade

Future Goals
Hockey Scholar –

Math Edition
4–7th Grade

The Compassion 
Project

2nd-4th Grade

Healthier Me
Nutrition & Wellness

 1st–4th Grade &

6-8th Grade

FutureSmart
6–8th Grade

Future Goals
Hockey Scholar –

Science Edition
4–7th Grade

Ignition
Digital Wellness & 

Safety
6–9th Grade

Mental Wellness 
Basics

8-10th  Grade

Venture
Entrepreneurial 

Expedition
7–10th Grade

Endeavor
STEM Literacy &

Career Exploration
7–9th Grade

Character 
Playbook

Character Education
7–9th Grade

AlcoholEdu
9–12th Grade

EVERFI
Financial Literacy

9–12th Grade

Keys To Your 
Future

College & Career
9–12th Grade

Honor Code
Bullying Prevention

8-10th Grade

R
x

 Drug Safety
9–12th Grade

Marketplaces
Investing Basics

9–12th Grade



Your Local Schools Manager

• Support Specific to your District

• Deep Understanding of State 
Standards Alignment and Regional 
Usage

• Dedicated Training and Professional 
Development
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EDUCATION FOR THE REAL WORLD


